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If you would please turn in your Bible to Habakkuk chapter 3.

There has been a real turn in Habakkuk. The book starts out with Habakkuk having some questions for God and how He is governing, particularly the nation of Judah. 

God responds that He’s going to handle things. And then Habakkuk doesn’t like how God is going to handle things. 

God tells Habakkuk that the Babylonians are coming to discipline Judah and Habakkuk doesn’t like it. The Babylonians are too wicked, so it doesn’t make sense that God would use them to judge Judah. 

In chapter 2, God cuts through the argument by speaking very directly and very honestly to Habakkuk saying basically, “Oh, you just have no idea what you’re talking about. You’re limited in scope, you’re limited in what you know. Of course this doesn’t make sense to you. Of course you’re confused by this. All you can see is right now.” 

So God shows Himself to Habakkuk and then, starting in chapter 3, Habakkuk’s horizontal theology goes vertical. 

Habakkuk not only worships God for what God can do, but now he begins to worship God for who God is. 

As believers in Christ, we are called to do both. We are called to worship God for who He is, and we worship God for what He has done for us in Christ. 

Habakkuk chapter 3 is a prayer, worship, being offered up to God.

So with that said, let’s pick it up in verse 4. Habakkuk 3:4 “His [that is God’s] brightness was like the light; rays flashed from his hand; and there he veiled his power. 5 Before him went pestilence, and plague followed at his heels.

As Habakkuk prays he is reminded and he rejoices in God’s mighty deeds, how God delivered to people of Israel out of bondage in Egypt and how God spoke to His people in the wilderness.

6 He stood and measured the earth; he looked and shook the nations; then the eternal mountains were scattered; the everlasting hills sank low. His were the everlasting ways. 

7 I saw the tents of Cushan in affliction; the curtains of the land of Midian did tremble. 8 Was your wrath against the rivers, O LORD? Was your anger against the rivers, or your indignation against the sea, when you rode on your horses, on your chariot of salvation? 

9 You stripped the sheath from your bow, calling for many arrows. Selah You split the earth with rivers. 10 The mountains saw you and writhed; the raging waters swept on; the deep gave forth its voice; it lifted its hands on high. 

11 The sun and moon stood still in their place at the light of your arrows as they sped, at the flash of your glittering spear. 12 You marched through the earth in fury; you threshed the nations in anger. 

13 You went out for the salvation of your people, for the salvation of your anointed. You crushed the head of the house of the wicked, laying him bare from thigh to neck. Selah 
14 You pierced with his own arrows the heads of his warriors, who came like a whirlwind to scatter me, rejoicing as if to devour the poor in secret. 

15 You trampled the sea with your horses, the surging of mighty waters.” 

With the Babylonian approaching, with Habakkuk clearly knowing that God is about to sift Judah in an extremely painful way, Habakkuk is praying and as he prays he remembers the faithfulness of God. 

In verse 5, you have a reference to God appearing to Moses, veiled in power. As you work through verse 6 through 15, over and over again you have these reminders of God’s faithfulness. 

Who parted the Red Sea to deliver God’s people? God did. Who stopped the river Jordan so God’s people could go through? God did. Who drove out the giants in the land of Canaan? God did. 

And Habakkuk is remembering that being delivered from slavery and being brought into the Promised Land was God’s doing. God did that. 

God created that. God enabled that. They didn’t have the power. 

So when he talks about pestilence and plagues, how did they get out of Egypt? Did they rise up and battle the Egyptian army? No. 

Plagues of frogs, blood, darkness, the cattle die and then the firstborn sons die. “By pestilence and plague, You brought us out.” 

God parts the Red Sea, He parts the Jordan River and then He drives out the giants in the land.

So Habakkuk point is, “You did that. We didn’t do that.” 

All this threshing the nations and churning the waters, this is an illustration, this is pointing back to God’s faithfulness in some of the darkest times in their history.

In fact, there’s even a reference in there when God stops the sun for Joshua when he prayed for God’s help in the midst of a battle. 

Habakkuk makes a reference to this when he says, “The sun and moon stood still in their place.” 

Habakkuk, in his impending despair, is remembering the faithfulness of God in dark days past and is rejoicing in God’s faithfulness.

But watch Habakkuk here, because he’s going to be open with us. 

Verse 16, “I hear, and my body trembles; my lips quiver at the sound; rottenness enters into my bones; my legs tremble beneath me. 

You know what it means to not be able to stand, to have your legs give out from underneath you, to feel like rottenness has entered into your bones, for your lips to quiver, to be overwhelmed with sorrow. 

This is what Habakkuk says he’s feeling. This is not spirit sprinkle, “Yea Jesus!” It’s not. “Rottenness has entered my bones.” He’s really honest.

But look at this next line. It’s so key. “Yet I will quietly wait for the day of trouble to come upon people who invade us.” 

God told Habakkuk the Babylonians were coming, “This is what’s going to happen to Judah, to discipline them.” But then all of chapter 2 is how God going to ultimately judge and destroy the Babylonians. 

So Habakkuk here is saying, “Do what You’re going to do. I know You are for us. I know You love us. I know You’re leading us to what we ultimately need and that in the end justice will prevail.” 

And he rests in that, despite the fact that the Babylonians are coming.

The pattern that is established in Habakkuk has implications for all of us is this rhythm of remembering and rejoicing. 

So I want to tell you three things that I think you always have to remember and rejoice in. There are far more that you should, but I want to cover three things. 

Here’s number one. Remember and rejoice that God saved you. Now I said that correctly. God saved you. 

It is unbelievably important that you understand that you did not save you. God saved you. It was completely a work of God.

Sure you may have come forward and prayed a prayer but it was God who drew you to Him.

It was the Holy Spirit who worked in your heart to convict you of your sin and who revealed who Jesus Christ is and what He did for you on the cross. God saved you. You don’t save yourself. 

Paul writes in Ephesians 2:13, “But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ.” 

You were brought near by the blood of Christ. It is the blood of Christ that enables you to come near to the Father. God saved you. You didn’t save you. 

Colossians 2:13-15 says, “…you, who were dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh,…”  
I just want to stop here. I don’t know if you’ve been around a lot of dead people. They don’t do stuff. 

“…God made alive together with him, having forgiven us all our trespasses, 14 by canceling the record of debt that stood against us with its legal demands. This he set aside, nailing it to the cross. 15 He disarmed the rulers and authorities and put them to open shame, by triumphing over them in him.”

Now, you were dead in your trespasses and sins. When you are dead, you do not choose life. Life has left you. (Example-Dr. Lutzer)

You are dead in your trespasses and sins. God makes you alive in Jesus. 

Now how does He do that? He takes what brings about death (sin) and He cancels the record of debt. It’s important to note this. 

You didn’t write the check. You don’t get in by writing the check. 

“Well I really messed up a lot, so let me do some good deeds here. I fed the poor, so there’s a down payment. I bought a Jesus t-shirt. There you go on that. I put that fish thing on my car. There’s that. I’m not doing that anymore. . .” 

You don’t get in like that. Those checks would bounce. 

God cancels the record of debt. You don’t pay it back. It’s canceled. 

It’s what the writer of Hebrews means when it says God turned off the altar. God is no longer accepting any offerings or sacrifices for sin, because He’s already paid for it in full. 

He canceled the record of debt and made you alive in Christ.

So we remember and rejoice that God saves us. This is God’s idea. He rescues us. He delivers us. 

The second thing we must remember and rejoice in is that God has not abandoned us to our circumstances, regardless of what those circumstances are. 

It doesn’t matter how dark the night is, we have not been abandoned to wrestle with sin, we have not been abandoned to deal with dark days and we have not been abandoned to walk through hard things on our own. 

At the end of Matthew, Matthew 28:19-20 we read this; “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” 

So Jesus give this promise right before He ascends up into heaven, “Go live missionally, live on purpose, focus on Me, be about what I am about and I will always be with you.”

Jesus says in John 14:15-17 “If you love me, you will keep my commandments. 16 And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Helper, to be with you forever, 17 even the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, for he dwells with you and will be in you. 

Christ now sits at the right hand of the Father but He has given us the Holy Spirit who now lives in us. We are not alone!

If you watch the life of Jesus, you see the work of the Holy Spirit.
 
Jesus is driven into the wilderness by the Holy Spirit to be tempted by the Devil. 
Jesus overcomes the temptations that befell Israel and Adam and succeeds where they failed so that we would have an empathetic high priest. 

Jesus then returns from the wilderness filled with the Holy Spirit, He begins ministry empowered by the Holy Spirit where He proclaims the good news of the kingdom, He drives out demons and He does miracles. 

The Holy Spirit is the fuel that makes the car run. 

I contend that a lot of us lack power and fuel in our Christian walks simply because we don’t understand the role of the Spirit in our walk. 

If the Spirit empowers Jesus, how much more do you need Him? If Jesus is using the power of the Spirit to be obedient to God, how much more do you need Him in order to be obedient to God? 

So we rejoice and remember that God saves us, we rejoice and remember that we have not been abandoned in any circumstance and then we rejoice and remember that God started this, therefore God will finish this. 

How many of you have just absolutely failed at something before? 

So here’s what happens to us. If you believe you save you, then of course you’ve got doubts about whether or not you can carry that on to completion. 

But if God saved you, then God has the ability to carry on to completion because God does not fail. 

That’s why it’s so important that you get and understand that salvation belongs to God and if you have it, it was given to you by God. 

We read in Philippians 1:6, “…I am sure of this, that he who began a good work in you will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ.” 

God began it. God will finish it. He does not grow weary. 

It isn’t like He is trying to carry you to the finish line of salvation and then just finally stopped and says, “You know what? I can do everybody else, but you’re just too heavy. So I’m out. I’m going to pull back the atoning work of Christ just for you. I’m repealing it.” 

That brings me to Ephesians 1:13-14, “In him you also, when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and believed in him, were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit, who is the guarantee of our inheritance until we acquire possession of it, to the praise of his glory.” 

If our hearts have been made new, if we have been sealed with the Holy Spirit, then we might stumble about, we might have bad days, but we never turn our back on Him. 

In Romans 8:28-29 we read, “And we know that for those who love God. . .” 

Now I just want to stop. Are these promises for everyone? No. 

So as much as we want the promises that we’re about to read to apply to all humanity, they simply don’t. They are for those who love God. 

And the next line is going to be pretty important too. “And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for those who are called according to his purpose.” 

So it’s important to note that “all things” work for good for the purposes of God. 
For those who love Him, who are called according to His purposes, all things work together for good. 

So to make it blatant and hard to hear, whatever that dark thing of the night is, in your life, in my life…it is for our good, according to the purposes of God. 

Biblically and with the Spirit inside of me, it is for my good, for the purposes of God and the fruit that it will be born in me will be well worth the pain, anxiety and fear, which are very real.

Verse 29, “For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn among many brothers. And those whom he predestined he also called, and those whom he called he also justified, and those whom he justified he also glorified.” 

That is a spectacular verse. 

Those whom God predestined He called. Those whom He called He justifies. Those whom He justifies He glorifies. 

And if you can remember and rejoice in these things, if you can establish that gospel rhythm, you’ll be unshakeable, even in what Ecclesiastes 12 calls “the dark days that will be many.” 

But we have a way of being forgetful. We have a way of very quickly forgetting who is the Author and Perfecter of our faith. 

We have a way of very quickly feeling abandoned. We have a way of very quickly feeling like it’s up to us to bring this thing to completion. 

We are very quick to slam our foot on our gas pedal over and over again with no power of the Holy Spirit in the hopes that the car would move. 

And may He who is rich in mercy save us from all of that.

God saved you.
God has not abandoned you.
[bookmark: _GoBack]God is at work in you.

Let’s pray. 

Benediction  
“The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious to you; the Lord turn his face toward you and give you peace.” (Num. 6:24-26)
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