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If you would please turn in your Bibles to 1 John chapter 4 and we will be picking up at verse 7, 1 John 4:7. That’s page 1023 of the pew Bible.

Once again, the apostle John returns to the command for us to love one another. 

In 1 John 3:14 John taught that we know we have passed from spiritual death to spiritual life in the Lord when we love our brothers and sisters in Christ. 

In this paragraph John is going to present to us six reasons why we should be motivated and zealous to love each other.

1 John 4:7-21 “Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever loves has been born of God and knows God. 8 Anyone who does not love does not know God, because God is love. 9 In this the love of God was made manifest among us, that God sent his only Son into the world, so that we might live through him. 

10 In this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the propitiation [define] for our sins. 11 Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. 

12 No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God abides in us and his love is perfected in us. 

13 By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit. 14 And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent his Son to be the Savior of the world. 

15 Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God abides in him, and he in God. 16 So we have come to know and to believe the love that God has for us. God is love, and whoever abides in love abides in God, and God abides in him. 

17 By this is love perfected with us, so that we may have confidence for the Day of Judgment, because as he is so also are we in this world. 

18 There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear. For fear has to do with punishment, and whoever fears has not been perfected in love. 

19 We love because he first loved us. 

20 If anyone says, “I love God,” and hates his brother, he is a liar; for he who does not love his brother whom he has seen cannot love God whom he has not seen. 21 And this commandment we have from him: whoever loves God must also love his brother. 

The first reason we love is because it is the character of God. God is love. This means that we do not get to make excuses for ourselves. 

Again, let’s look at 1 John 4:7-8 “Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever loves has been born of God and knows God. 8 Anyone who does not love does not know God, because God is love. 

We cannot sidestep this command to love by saying I’m just not a loving kind of person. I’m not a worm and fuzzy kind of guy.

If you have put your faith in Jesus Christ, you have been adopted into the family of God, you are now a son or daughter of the living God.

It’s time to take on the family traits—characteristics.

Keep in mind the love John writes about has little to do with feelings. It is not so much about how I feel about this person as it is about how I act toward that person.

It is about how we choose to act toward them.

It is important that we define what the Bible means by love. The word John uses for love is the Greek word agape. This is not the love I have for ice cream, the love I have from my brother, nor even the love a man has for a woman. 

This love does not refer to feelings though we will come to love them in time. 

This is the love God had for us. This is a self-sacrificing love.

As we saw last week, love is not a feeling but a verb. Love is a decision, a choice—I choose to act in a certain way toward you.

Love is the denying of self for the gain of another. This being Veteran’s Day, I can’t think of a better example of this. The men and women who serve in our arm forces to protect and defend our nation and our freedoms.

The biblical concept of love is also what love looks like in marriage. 

While yes, I love (emotionally) my wife. (There are moments where I may not feel it.)

Unfortunately, too often when someone says “I love them” what they mean is, I love what they do for me, I love the security they give me, I love the way they make me feel.

Relationships are destroyed when we think about how things affect me, rather than thinking about how our actions are affecting you. 

I don’t do what I want or what is in my interest, but what is for the gain of the other. This is what love should look like among us as well. 

Our actions are controlled by what will bring gain to another person through the denying and sacrificing of ourselves. 

So if we are not loving this way, what we are admitting is that we are self-consumed and only act selfishly. We are looking at how others can deny themselves for the gain of me. 

This is not love but selfishness and is sin. We need to repent of being that way and change toward being self-sacrificing. 

Many children think they are the center of the universe. They are self-consumed. 

Parents, you are loving your children by training, teaching, and disciplining them to think about others and not themselves. 

If your parents did not teach you this, I am sorry, but this is still not an excuse to not love each other. 

Do not do just what is good for you. Do what is good for God and do what is good for your Christian family.

If we are born of God we are going to share in his character traits. Loving each other is the proof that we know God and are born of God. 

This is to be our confidence that we have eternal salvation. We know that we have eternal life because we are treating each other properly, denying ourselves, and allowing our Christian family to gain through our sacrifice. 

Otherwise, we are not children of God. We must either change our conduct to love or change our name because we are not Christians.

Let’s read on: 1 John 4:9-11
9 In this the love of God was made manifest [made obvious, revealed] among us, that God sent his only Son into the world, so that we might live through him. 

10 In this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins. 11 Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another.

The second reason we love is because God loved us.

God reveals his love in the most dramatic and powerful way: the sending of Jesus, his only Son, to die on the cross so that we might live. 

This expression of love shows that we are defining love properly. 

How did God show love? God denied himself for our gain. He sacrificed his Son so that we could have life in him. Jesus reveals the heart of God. 

Notice the boldness of John’s words in verse 10. “This is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us.” (1 John 4:10) 

Love is not that we love him but he loved us. Love is not that we do things for God, but God has done so much for us. 

This is the proper attitude of the follower of Jesus. 

We do not think about what we are doing for God. We do not see what we are doing as a sacrifice or a forsaking of ourselves. 

All that we see and are motivated by is what God has done for us. 

What did God do? He sent his Son as the propitiation for our sins. 

God removed the offense and covered our sin with his mercy so that the relationship is restored. The greatness of the sacrifice reveals the love. 

To those who are parents you understand that if there is a choice between your life or the life of your child, the decision does not require any time to consider. 

You will immediately give ourselves. Why would you do that? You do that because your love is so great for your children. Therefore, you see how great God’s love is for us. 

We see how great God’s love is for every person. We see how much he loves you and me and all those whom He has died for. 

There was no question that God would send his Son to save the world. He loves us beyond measure. 

Or as the apostle Paul wrote, “…to know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled with all the fullness of God.” (Ephesians 3:19 ESV) 

God’s love for us cannot be measured. 

Verse 11 gives us the life instruction. “Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another.” (1 John 4:11)

What God did for us drives us to do the same for one another. It was this verse God used to call me into ministry.
Let’s pick up in verse 12: “No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God abides in us and his love is perfected in us.

The third reason we love is because it shows God’s love to the world.

No one has seen God but the love of God should be seen in us by loving each other. 

We cannot see God and the world cannot see God. But the world is supposed to see the love of God in us by the way we treat each other. 

We are convincing people that the invisible God truly exists. God is seen in that he abides in us. His love is perfected in us. 
We prove God by the love we show for each other. 

God’s love which originated in himself (vs. 7-8) and was revealed in his Son (vs. 9-10) is perfected in his people. 

God’s love is perfected when it is reproduced in us and among us, the community of faith. 

In this community of faithful believers we see God’s love have its ultimate fulfillment. 

To put this another way, God revealed his love for us by sending his Son in a sacrifice for us. 

When we do not sacrifice for each other, then it shows that God’s love is not in us and God’s love has no meaning or value to us. 

When we see God’s love and act upon that love by loving others, then God’s love is being made complete in our lives and God’s love is being brought to completion on this earth because we are carrying out God’s purpose.

The fourth reason we love is because we understand God’s love.

Let’s read again verses 13-16 “By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit. 14 And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent his Son to be the Savior of the world. 

15 Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God abides in him, and he in God. 16 So we have come to know and to believe the love that God has for us. God is love, and whoever abides in love abides in God, and God abides in him.

The love of God becomes part of our confession and way of life. 
We know that we are staying in God and he is staying with us in a relationship because of the Spirit he has given to us. 

We have seen and testify that the Father has sent the Son as Savior of the world (vs. 14). 

This is the confession we make and the hope in which we believe. 

Therefore, whoever believes those words and makes that confession that Jesus is the Son of God is in a relationship with the Father (vs. 15). 

John has made this point repeatedly as he has defended the truth that Jesus has come in the flesh as the Son of God to save the world from sins. 

Watch how John amplifies this message further in verse 16. “We have come to know and to believe the love that God has for us.” 

When you grasp the love God has for you, it leads you to love others, proving that you are remaining in God and God remains with you. 

To put this another way, when you do not love each other than you do not get it. You are missing it completely. 

If you have come to know the love God has for us, then you will remain in that love by loving others, proving you have a relationship with God.

The fifth reason we love is because it casts out fear. 

Read again verses 17-18 “By this is love perfected with us, so that we may have confidence for the Day of Judgment, because as he is so also are we in this world. 

18 There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear. For fear has to do with punishment, and whoever fears has not been perfected in love.”

John says that we have confidence on the Day of Judgment. 

This love in action proves to us and gives us confidence that we should have no fear of the coming judgment.

I want to make sure that we understand the direction that John is teaching this confidence. 

John is not teaching to just be sacrificial and starting giving to others and then God will love you. That is not the point. 

The point is when you have grasped the love of God then loving others is the natural outflow. 

When God’s love is perfected in us, then it is not about us making “loving others” a part of the duty list. 

“Loving others” will be part of the regenerated life that we are living. 

Don’t start at the end point and try to tell yourself to love people more. 

The starting point is that you need to know God. You need to get to know his love for you. 

That is the starting point that, when perfected in our hearts and lives, it leads to proper treatment of others and loving others. 

If we know God and His love this will lead to this loving and giving of ourselves to our Christian family, and then we will have confidence on the Day of Judgment. 

Fear has been driven out and we have confidence. There is nothing to fear if we remain in the love of God. 

But if we are not loving as John is describing, then there is reason to fear. Or to put it how John puts it, if we fear the judgment then we must not grasp the love of God and are not loving others from that knowledge.

The sixth reason we love is because we love God. 

We love others because we love God. Verse 19 makes that very point.

19 We love because he first loved us. 

20 If anyone says, “I love God,” and hates his brother, he is a liar; for he who does not love his brother whom he has seen cannot love God whom he has not seen. 21 And this commandment we have from him: whoever loves God must also love his brother.

John draws a simple conclusion for us. We cannot think that we love God and hate our brother. 

We are lying if we hate our brother or sister in Christ while claiming to love because we cannot love the unseen God if we do not love our visible brothers and sisters in Christ. 

How can we possibly think that we have love for God when we do not deny ourselves for the gain of our fellow believers? 

How can we think we have love perfected or have a relationship with God at all when we treat each other poorly? 

This is the command: the one who loves God must love his brother. 

If we love God because of what he has done for us then we must love each other.
Conclusion

If you stayed for the annual meeting last week, you will remember that I asked you to join with me in praying and seeking God’s leading in how we can show the love of Christ in tangible, practical and authentic ways to the community around us. 

We will show the love of Christ to the world around us, first by loving each other like Christ.

According to 1 John, here are the six reason we love one another.

Because God is love
Because God loved us
Because we show God to the world
Because we understand God’s love
Because love casts out fear
Because we love God
[bookmark: _GoBack]Benediction “The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious to you; the Lord turn his face toward you and give you peace.” (Num. 6:24-26)
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