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Please turn in your Bibles to Ephesians 4:11-12, p 977.

This morning we are wrapping up our series, Life on Mission.

Through this series we have seen how the gospel invites us into a deeper relationship with the Living God through the work of Christ on the cross. 

God wants us to know Him and His love for us.

The gospel compels us, through the ongoing work of the Holy Spirit to grow in Christlikeness as we mature in our faith, so when people look at us they see Christ who lives in us and are attracted to Him.

The gospel invites us to join God in His mission to make disciples who make disciples by to showing the love of Christ, investing in the lives of those God has put around us, and inviting them into a discipleship relationship. 

A discipleship relationship that is built around prayer, Bible reading, fellowship, and accountability that leads to action.

Living life on mission means that God’s mission of redeeming a people for Himself has become your mission. 

Living on mission means that God’s mission is the motivation and aim of everything we do in life.

Ministry is the practical and tangible way we live out the mission of God in our everyday life. 

Paul writes in Ephesians 4:11-12 that God gave to the church “…the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds and teachers, [and why did God give to leaders to the church?] 
12 to equip the saints [that’s you] for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ,

Earlier in Ephesians 2:10 Paul says that “…we are his [God’s] workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.

As we dig deeper into the gospel and begin to live out God’s mission, ministry will begin to take place as we serve others. 

Ministry is the overflow of the gospel of Jesus working itself out in practical terms in the world around you. 

Being grounded with a strong gospel foundation leads you to a ministry that allows you to effectively relate to the people in your community.

As a follower of Christ, your mission is to tell others about Christ and His work on the cross and be willing to invest in their lives to disciple them so they can join in God’s mission of making disciples who make disciples. 

The gospel message and the mission of God never changes. 

However, your particular ministry will vary depending on your context and your season of life. 

Ministry is how you are going to join God in His mission in the context of where He has placed you as you reach out the people He has put around you.

An everyday missionary has a plan of action for ministry.

Right now your ministry may take place as you volunteer at the concession stand at the ball park, coach a sports team, or play a pickup game with some youth.

Maybe your ministry right now is volunteering at the pregnancy care center and doing a Bible study with some of the dad’s to be.

Maybe your ministry of helping with VBS this month, or taking some time off work to join us next month for the Serve projects.

When we live on mission our lives are full, have purpose and God will reveal to you the ministry He has for you.

As we come to this final message in the series I want us to understand that: Pursuing a life on mission comes with some pitfalls. 

My hope is that when you know what you’re up against, you can be prepared to face these pitfalls and stay on mission and doing the ministry that God has for you.

Pitfall #1 - Misplaced Priorities

Some people living on mission get their priorities out of whack. 

They practice an unhealthy pace of ministry that leads to burnout and even to the destruction of the family.

Mission is great, but God does not call us to sacrifice our spouses, children, or our families on the altar of ministry. 

The greatest ministry we have is the one that involves the people who sit around your dinner table at night. 

As we pursue the ministry God has for us, we must continually keep other areas in our lives in check as well.

Ministry opportunities will always be there; God is in charge of it, and there will always be more to do it. 

But our families are a unique responsibility given to us by God; we are called to make that responsibility a priority.

If we don’t pursue being on mission with our family, then the ministry we seek is doomed to fail before we even begin.

On the other hand there are some who have sacrificed the ministry God is calling them to on the altar of family.

God’s mission, your ministry, church—biblical community, they ok, as long as nothing else is on my family schedule. 

Yes we love our family more than our ministry but we love Christ more than you love your family. 

Sometimes God will call you to sacrifice for ministry…for Him. Your kids need to know that God is first! 

Maybe, in this season of life you may need to find a ministry that you and your family can do together.

You may need to limit the number of activities the family is involved in. 

The Plan: To avoid misplaced priorities you need to love your family more than you love your ministry while teaching your family to love God above everything.

Pitfall #2 - Lack of Margin

We tend to equate busyness with success.

Many people living on mission get caught up with the duties of ministry, work, family, and school. 

Because of this, they never take the time to rest. With no margin in life, many are struggling just to keep it together. 

Others take pride in a long “to-do” list. The longer the “to-do” list, the more successful they feel.

Here’s the truth: Busyness is not a badge of honor to wear.
 
In Genesis 2:2-3, as God completes His work of creation we read that: “on the seventh day God finished his work that he had done, and he rested on the seventh day from all his work that he had done. 3 So God blessed the seventh day and made it holy, because on it God rested from all his work that he had done in creation. 

God instituted a day of rest, not as a rule to keep us from achieving everything we want, but for the purpose of our own physical, mental, and spiritual health. 

Building margin into our lives is a gift, and our failure to do may be detrimental to our health and our ministry.

I get it. Life has its seasons when we all have to work harder, but life also has its rhythm. A balanced life does not have to be a myth. 

When we find ourselves in a busy season, we need the next season to include rest. Without rest, we will eventually burn out physically, emotionally, and spiritually.

The Plan: As you seek to live on mission, be careful to trust God in this area, and take time to rest in Him.

This leads to the next Pitfall #3 - Wrong Mentalities

The way we approach our life on mission affects the effectiveness of our ministry. 

Sometimes we think we’re the only ones who can carry out a specific ministry and we attempt to carry the weight of the world upon our shoulders.

Paul reminds us in 1 Corinthians the truth of God’s responsibility in His mission; it is He who truly carries the weight.

Listen to what Paul writes in 1 Corinthians 3:6. Paul says “I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the growth.”

At other times, we may have a “lone-ranger” mentality, which is dangerous because it can lead to unhealthy isolation. 

We have learned in this series that no one is intended to be on mission on their own. We need the support of community.
The church is a body, and each part is expected to carry their own weight in conjunction with the whole. No one part is expected to do everything.

The Plan: We are indeed called into meaningful ministry, but we’re not responsible for every aspect of it, nor are we called to do it alone. 

Pray earnestly that God will give you discernment and reasoning to know when to say “yes,” say “no,” and when to say “not now.” 

Pray also to remember that we reflect the Kingdom of God when we work with other believers. Together we are better suited to carry out God’s mission and keep our life on mission.

Pitfall #4 - Ministry Idolatry

It is natural for a person to want his or her ministry to go well. But what if it doesn’t? 

It’s easy for our ministry motive to turn from being about Jesus to being about personal success.

We have to remember that sometimes God calls us to difficult and messy ministry.

The truth is, we may never see results. Too often we pursue ministry with our own goal in mind to see success, not as pure faithfulness. 

Ministry fruit is a great thing, but fruit as motive is fruitless.

The Plan: We have to remember that success in ministry cannot compare to the hope we already have in the privilege of knowing God and will not fulfill us even if we achieve it. 
God is the true reward, and we get Him no matter what.

Conclusion

Can you imagine what would happen if every member of our church understood the pitfalls of ministry and had their plans ready to counteract them?

What if every follower of Christ really believed that their life on mission mattered and began to live as the everyday missionary God has called them to be?

Our homes, schools, workplaces, neighborhoods, and communities would change because lives are being changed. 

And it wouldn’t stop there. Our cities, our nation, and even the world would change! 

Why? Because we would spread the hope and joy that’s only found in Christ. We would meet needs.

We would embrace the lonely and disenfranchised.

We would help those who desperately need it; single mothers, those dealing with addiction and homelessness, orphans who need our love and care.

In spite of the messiness and inconvenience, we would tangibly and verbally express the hope of Christ.

We would make disciples by showing the love of Christ, investing in their lives, inviting them into a discipleship relationship that is focused on prayer, Bible reading, accountability and multiplication.
And the course of our church’s future would be changed forever - because we said yes to intentionally joining God where He is at work each and every day.
[bookmark: _GoBack]
What is next for our church? It depends on how we answer God’s call to join Him as an everyday missionary. 

Will we continue to grow in the gospel and build biblical foundations as we apply them to the fabric of our everyday lives?

Will we pursue spiritual maturity, grow in biblical community and discipleship together?

Will we move forward to be the faithful missionaries God as called us to be? What’s next? To know God, Grow in Christlikeness and to Show the love of Christ.

Benediction “The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious to you; the Lord turn his face toward you and give you peace.” (Num. 6:24-26) 
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